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BLACK AMERICANS AND IMMIGRATION 

By Pastor Alford 
 

 
o much of what we hear proliferating the news these days has to do with immigration. We hear reports 
about illegal immigrants, undocumented aliens, guest worker privileges and legal immigrants. It seems 
as though all of a sudden immigration, be it legal or illegal, is a hot topic. It has come about largely 

because of the discovery that nearly eleven million known illegal immigrants now have found their way into 
the comfortable confines of the American borders. Depending on what draws your attention, you may hear of 
the good that this has wrought or you may hear of how this swelling number of illegal immigrants is in some 
way "messing up" this great country and life style of ours! 
 
In Georgia during the recently 
adjourned legislative session an 
Immigration Reform Bill was 
passed that imposes stiff 
penalties on employers who hire 
illegals and do not report them to 
the authorities. In the United 
States Congress the Senate and 
the House have each been 
debating legislation aimed at 
fixing the problem of illegal 
immigrants largely targeted at 
Mexicans, I should say, that will 
close off the borders, limit the 
number of legal immigrants and 
make it difficult or almost 
impossible for certain 
immigrants to enter this country. 
What a shame! Especially for a 
country that has long poked its 
chest out as the country with the 
big, wide, open, arms reaching 
out to the "huddled masses 

yearning to be free." Now all of 
this seems to have changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent demonstrations and work 
stoppages in places like Chicago, 
New York, Phoenix, Los 
Angeles, Atlanta and Boston 
have all brought to front and 
center the substantial presence 
and problems of immigrants in 
this country. These 
demonstrations have shown that 
there is the potential for massive 
organization while at the same 

time expressing in clear terms 
the day to day impact 
immigrants have upon our 
society and economy. The social 
scientists and labor experts have 
us believing that these 
immigrants do the jobs that other 
Americans no longer want to do. 
The labor statistics do not bear 
this out as truth, at least not so in 
a remarkable way. Conservative 
talk show commentators tell us 
that the immigrants, especially 
Mexicans, bring with them the 
propensity for crime and low life 
habits. The conservative militia 
groups like the Minutemen say, 
"Immigrants go home!" With all 
of these differing views and 
voices what is it that Black 
Americans ought to have to say 
about this current debate? Where 
do we enter the fray or is this 
really a hunt for our dog? 

S 
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I want to offer that we cannot 
afford to sit on the sidelines and 
watch the debate rage. At the 
very least, we need to be 
informed about what the real 
issues are and how they affect 
us. It seems as though many 
Black Americans are exercising 
a posture of groundless 
disconnection and apathy and I 
want to submit that this is a 
dangerous position. Allow me to 
use the next portion of this 
article to raise a few points for us 
to consider. 
 
There was once a time in 
Biblical history where a group of 
people, invited immigrants, were 
living in a land, that at the time, 
offered them more privilege and 
opportunity than their own land 
did. Listen to the way the king of 
that land described that group of 
people to his people. "Behold the 
people of the sons of Israel are 
more and mightier than we. 
 
Come let us deal wisely with 
them or else they will multiply 
and in the event of war, they will 
also join themselves to those 
who hate us and fight against us 
and depart from the land. 
"(Exodus 1:9-10) This piece of 
Biblical history is of course the 
story of what happened to the 
family of Jacob after his son 
Joseph died and the favor 
formerly extended to the family 
waned. The Israelites came to 
Egypt and had their beginnings 
there as a result of Joseph 
inviting his family to Egypt to 
escape the famine that had 
covered the land of Canaan. 
They were, none the less, 
immigrants and they had all of 
the stereotypical insults and 
injuries heaped upon them. They 

were probably accused of taking 
jobs away from Egyptians, 
looking amorously at Egyptian 
Women and bringing the 
Canaanite culture into Egypt 
thereby running the risk of 
compromising the Egyptian way 
of life. Sound familiar? Of 
course it does. It sounds like 
everything we hear today about 
why we need to put a cap on the 
number and movement of 
immigrants within our borders. 
Surely if we aren't careful they 
will take over our country and 
soon there will be no American 
standard! How ridiculous. These 
immigrants have come here in 
search of a better way and 
standard of life just like the 
founding fathers of this country 
came in search of. The land does 
not belong to us but instead to 
the cosmic realm of the creating 
God who has made it for our 
proper use and even given us 
dominion or stewardship over it, 
not ownership. The land belongs 
to all of God's creation. 
 
Secondly, as Black Americans 
we must be reminded that it 
wasn't too long ago that 
prejudices and blocks were 
thrown up in our faces that 
obstructed our forward 
movement in many ways similar 
to the issues before immigrants 
today. We were not immigrants 
to this country historically. We 
were forced here against our 
wills and interests. We did not 
come here seeking a better way 
of life for ourselves but instead 
were brought here to make it 
possible for our captors to have a 
better way of life! The whole 
notion that underlines keeping 
immigrants out of this country 
has to do with privilege. This is 

the same issue that was before 
the Pharaoh in the time of the 
Israelites in Egypt. How much of 
our privilege and opportunity are 
we willing to share with them? 
That question confronts white 
America today. They have 
already been forced through laws 
to share with Black Americans 
the American privilege to the 
extent that it must be shared (i.e. 
public access, equal housing, 
schools, banking, etc.) but now 
they are again afraid of having to 
share with yet another group of 
"undesirables" or "unwanted 
others" who drain our public 
schools and suck up our valuable 
resources with the taxpayer 
being left with the bill, the 
reasoning goes. "Here we go 
again," many in white America 
reason, "now having to share our 
privilege with yet another group 
that we don't really want to be 
included and covered by the 
privilege that we have and 
enjoy." Thus we hear the cry, 
send the Mexicans home! 
Racism and elitism are both 
about privilege. "How much of 
what I have must I concede to 
you?" As Black Americans we 
can't fall into the trap of thinking 
like white Americans think. Sure 
enough, if immigrants want to be 
a part of this society and country 
they should have to live under 
the same set of obligations that 
we each all live under. With 
privilege and opportunity comes 
responsibility. Allow the 
immigrants to become citizens 
and live under the same standard 
that each of us must live under. 
If they are of a criminal element 
that will be found out and there 
are remedies for this type of 
behavior. If they exhibit good 
work ethic and a spirit of hard 
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won industry, let them earn a fair 
wage with benefits so that they 
can provide health care for their 
families and exercise the full 
scope of civic privilege through 
voting and a voice in 
government at all levels. There is 
enough opportunity in America 
for all whose feet traverse this 
land of ours. 
 
Then finally, ultimately this has 
to do with politics. The 
immigrant population, largely 
made up of Mexicans, 
potentially amounts to a solid 
block of voters once they all 
become empowered civically. 
Hispanics already are the largest 
minority in America. They will, 
by the end of 2012 just six short 
years from now, according to the 
United States Department of 
Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
constitute the largest pool of 
workers in this country. 
Ultimately the political 
inclinations of Hispanics will 
play a major role in political 
trends and tides. Thus they are 
being courted by Republicans 
who are controlling the National 
debate about immigration as well 
as Democrats who see the 
Hispanics as an energizing 
dimension within that party. 
 
Over three decades ago Rev. 
Jesse Jackson founded the Push 
Rainbow Coalition. His notion 
was that all disenfranchised 
persons needed to come together 
or coalesce and push to become a 
power or force to be reckoned 
with in the American political 
and economic arena. Imagine 
what Rev. Jackson must have 
seen when the Rainbow 
Coalition was founded. 
Mexicans, Haitians, Pacific Rim 

Asians (all immigrants). Blacks, 
Native Americans (Indians), all 
united as one concerted effort to 
become a force for good and for 
change in this country? How 
frightening this must be for 
white Americans and for 
America's political 
establishment. Just as in the time 
of Egypt's Pharaoh who knew 
not Joseph! They may become 
more and mightier than we and 
then we would loose our way of 
life! Red and yellow, Black and 
White they are precious in His 
sight, Jesus loves the little 
children of the world. In the 
sight and realm of God we are all 
one. Former aliens because of 
our sins but through the blood of 
Jesus we have all become one! 
 

GOD'S CAKE 
 
Sometimes we wonder, "What 
did I do to deserve this?" or 
"Why did God have to do this to 
me?" Here is a wonderful 
explanation! A daughter is 
telling her Mother how 
everything is going wrong, she's 
failing algebra, her boyfriend 
broke up with her and her best 
friend is moving away. 
 
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking 
a cake and asks her daughter if 
she would like a snack, and the 
daughter says, "Absolutely 
Mom, I love your cake". 
 
"Here, have some cooking oil," 
her Mother offers. "Yuck" says 
her daughter. 
 
"How about a couple raw eggs?" 
"Gross, Mom!" 
 
"Would you like some flour 

then? Or maybe baking soda?" 
"Mom, those are all yucky!" 
 
To which the mother replies: 
"Yes, all those things seem bad 
all by themselves. But when they 
are put together in the right way, 
they make a wonderfully 
delicious cake! 
 
God works the same way. Many 
times we wonder why He would 
let us go through such bad and 
difficult times. But God knows 
that when He puts these things 
all in His order, they always 
work for good! We just have to 
trust Him and, eventually, they 
will all make something 
wonderful! 
 
God is crazy about you. He 
sends you flowers every spring 
and a sunrise every morning. 
 
Whenever you want to talk, He'll 
listen. He can live anywhere in 
the universe, and He chose your 
heart. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEARL CLEAGE – BABY 
BROTHER’S BLUES 
By Wanda L. Crenshaw 
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Pearl Cleage, a local author, has 
done it again.  This outstanding 
book is a scorching morality tale 
involving the lives and loves of 
Atlanta’s West End denizens as 
they continue to play out their 
destinies. 
 
We first meet some of the 
characters like Blue and Regina, 
as lovers in an earlier novel 
Some Things I  Never  Thought 
I ’d Do.   
 
We meet Baby Brother 
Jamerson, the title character, at 
the very beginning of the story.  
He is a soldier reluctantly 
serving in Iraq home on 
emergency leave in Washington, 
D.C. because his mother had 
died.   He has made an art form 
of avoiding responsibility, and 
has no plans to attend his 
mother’s funeral.  Nor does he 
intend to return to his unit in 
Iraq.   
 
While Baby Brother is the title 
character, he is by no means the 
main character.  This is a novel 
about community.  General 
wisdom says that the protagonist 
is the character to whom the 
story happens.  That is what 
makes this book so unique.  
Things don’ t just happen to Baby 
Brother, things happen to the 
community, the city, the 
neighborhood, Atlanta’s West 
End.  The characters are many, 
but fully drawn and haunting.  
The choices they make aren’ t 
easy and the consequences are 
not always pretty. 
 
The novel’s cast includes Blue 
Hamilton, the self appointed 
Emperor of the West End, (the 
handsome, chocolate ex crooner 

with the ocean in his eyes) his 
right hand man General, and 
General’s lover Brandi (who 
works as a stripper), and 
Precious Hargrove, the righteous 
sister-politician is back along 
with her son Kwame, who has a 
terrible secret. 
 
Baby Brother, with a rap sheet 
and bad attitude is our guide 
through an underground world of 
down-low brothers and other 
parts of Atlanta that most people 
don’ t want to know about.  
 
The book is also an in depth 
looks at Atlanta’s movers and 
shakers, the deals brokered in 
private clubs, the cozy alliances 
between politicians and city 
officials.  She examines the 
city’s less savory aspects, the lap 
dancers, the straight bars that 
once a week host “DL night”  
(Straight men go “down low”  
and seek the company of other 
men.) But most of all she shows 
compassion and concern for the 
violence visited upon women.  
But even through the ugliness 
and corruption, Pearl Cleage’s 
optimism still shines through.  
As always, she writes with a big 
heart and gives the reader hope 
that the secret ingredient is love, 
that black on black love is what 
we need if we are going to make 
it through the terrible times.  It is 
an exciting Read. 
 
As in all her other novels, the 
author’s ardent trademark 
themes of pro-community, 
friendship, loyalty, and 
sisterhood ring with resounding 
recognition.  Cleage manages to 
weave an intricate multi-layered 
plot through events into the story 
(increased domestic violence, the 

plight of war veterans, political 
and police corruption.  There just 
may be a character or two that 
may sound familiar. 
 
Join us for this month’s 
selection.  We have chosen THE 
KINDRED by Octavia Butler.  
Octavia Butler was the first 
black woman to come to 
international prominence as a 
science fiction writer.  Butler has 
been acclaimed for her rich 
language and well developed 
characters as she tackles in her 
novels, race, gender, religion, 
poverty, power, politics, and 
science in a way that touches 
readers of all backgrounds.  Read 
along with us! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EVERYONE CAN'T BE IN 

YOUR FRONT ROW 
 
Life is a theater - invite your 
audience carefully. Not everyone 
is healthy enough to have a front 
row seat in our lives. There are 
some people in your life that 
need to be loved from a distance. 
It's amazing what you can 
accomplish when you let go, or 
at least minimize your time with 
draining, negative, incompatible, 
not-going-anywhere 
relationships/friendships/fellows
hips! Observe the relationships 
around you. Pay attention to: 
Which ones lift and which ones 
bring you down?  Which ones 
encourage and which ones 
discourage? Which ones are on a 
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path of growth uphill and which ones are going downhill?  
  
When you leave certain people, do you feel better or feel worse? Which ones always have drama or don't 
really understand, know and appreciate you and the gift that lies within you?    
  
The more you seek God and the things of God --the more you seek quality, the more you seek not just the 
hand of God but the face of God - the more you seek things honorable -- the more you seek growth, peace of 
mind, love and truth around you, the easier it will become for you to decide who gets to sit in the FRONT 
ROW and who should be moved to the balcony of your life.  
 
You cannot change the people around you...but you can change the people you are around! Ask God for 
wisdom and discernment and choose wisely the people who sit in the front row of your life.  

 
Watch your thoughts; they become words.  
Watch your words; they become actions.  
Watch your actions; they become habits.  

Watch your habits; they become character.  
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny. 

 
EDGE LOFTS UPDATE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So far nearly 1/3 of our units have been sold in the pre-sale phase which is quite an accomplishment!  Once 
the ground breaks and construction begins, I am sure that sales will increase even more. Lots of marketing 
effort is being given to ensure the success of Edge Lofts. There is a website; www.edgeloftsatlanta.com and 
a large sign located on Edgewood Ave. In addition, the lofts are listed in both Multiple Listing Service and 
First Multiple Listing Service-networks that agents use to market listings to each other. We have also sent 
out interest letters to over 2000 potential homeowners and are planning a Preview Reception for both 
prospective homeowners and community leaders at Hughes-Spalding hospital. Stay tuned Butler Street 
because this development is destined to be a success!! 
 
Lorieal W. Green 
Associate Broker  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
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