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News from Butler Street CME Church

- THE COVENANT WITH BLACK AMERICA
> By Pastor Alford

am aregular listener to the Tom Joyner Morning Show. In more ways than one Tom Joyner and his crew,

as they are respectfully identified, have brought a sense of power and purpose to radio and radio

commentary before now unmatched. This important show presents its listening audience (reportedly in
the millions) with news, information about celebrities, political commentary, Sky Shows which raise money
for historically Black Colleges and Universities and of course music. They also serve as a source of
historical highlights and light hearted conversation that always manages to start the day off with a smile on
your face. Through this forum we have also come to know of things such as Black America Web, little
known Black History Facts and we have met personalities such as Ms. Dupree, Sybil Wilkes, J. Anthony
Brown, Myra J., Melvin and Tavis Smiley. All of these characters and personalities make for great
chemistry and a great show. Out of this whole Tom Joyner realm has come the voice of Tavis Smiley who

along with his recent sentinel work is the subject of thisarticle.

Over the course of the past few
years Tavis Smiley has been
bringing energy and attention to
issues important to Black
Americans through his annua C-
SPAN gatherings, his nightly TV
Shows on PBS Stations, his
weekly commentaries and his
lectures and books. His work has
created an unprecedented forum
for public dialogue as he has
traveled from one coast of this
country to another. He has
traveled to every maor urban
center in this country holding
conversations with community
leaders, politicians, religious
leaders and iconic Black leaders
such as the late Coretta Scott
King, Vernon Jordan, Jesse

Jackson, Andy Young, Colin
Powell and many others who have
evidenced energies and
contributions to the struggle of
African Americans.

All of this energy came to a head
last fall when Smiley put together
a forum on the issues affecting
Black Americans comprised of
persons of diverse representation
from al across Black America
This time Smiley backed those
conversations and that forum up
with a document that has become
known as The Covenant. The
Covenant with Black Americais a
national plan of action to address
the primary concerns and issues
affecting Black Americans today.

This book is easy reading and
well organized into ten sections
which, in  Smiley’s thinking,
paralel the ten most important
issues facing Black Americans. It
has found its way to the top of the
New York Times Book list. For
the week ending on Good Friday
this book was #1. This facet alone
is cause for great celebration but
there is much more to the book
than its ranking. It was never
aimed at winning top spot on the
New York Times bestseller list.
Instead it was written to impact
the present generation of Black
Americans who must daily
grapple with the ever eroding
ground under our feet. Although
modest gains have been realized



for Black America in many ways
and in many streams of Black
American life, the gains of the
sixties and seventies are now
under severe assault. The current
conservative climate and the
culture of “anti” in this country
make it quite clear that the recent
historical reliance on the federal
government to do for the people
what the people can't do for
themselves has vanished. In
simple terms, Smiley is saying
through his conversations and
through the covenant that since
we can no longer rely on the
government to do what is right
and its obligation to and for al of
its citizenry, then it is incumbent
upon Black Americans to marshal
their collective will and energy
and resources and begin to do for
themselves and demand of those
who would be our representatives
to join us in making our agenda
and needsredlity.

The book has as its primary
foundation the need for Black
Americans to become organized
in our attempts to make the gains
necessary for productive life in
American society. Smiley is
grand in the use of a quote from
A. Phillip Randolph, the late labor
leader and one of the organizers
of the August 1963 March on
Washington.

“ At the banquet table of life, there
are no reserved seats. Y ou get
what you can take and keep what
you can hold. If you can't take
anything, you won't get anything.
And if you can’t hold anything,
you won't keep anything. And
you can’'t take anything
without organization.”

Thus the premise of the Covenant
is that without organization Black
Americans will not be able to
take, keep or hold onto anything
much less the hard fought gains
that we have struggled to achieve.
In order to become organized
there must be agreement and
covenant to that agreement as to
what it is that we want and how
we must go about getting it. The
ten covenants are as following:

1. Securing The Right To
Healthcare and Well Being

2. Establishing a System of
Public Education in Which
All Children Achieve at

High Levels and Reach
Their Full Potential

3. Correcting The System of
Unequal Justice

4. Fostering Accountable
Community Centered Policing

5. Ensuring Broad Accessto

Affordable Neighborhoods

that Connect to Opportunity

Claiming our Democracy

Strengthening our Rural Roots

Accessing Good Jobs, Wealth,

and Economic Prosperity

9. Assuring Environmental
Justice for All

10. Closing the Racia Digital
Divide
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To further exact the depth and
gravity of these ten covenants,
Smiley has enlisted the
commentary of experts in each of
these subject areas who share
thelr experiences, professiond
and societal trends and patterns as
well as some redlistic and doable
goas. Each covenant area also
lists examples of how
communities and groups are
already struggling with these
issues and how every community
in Black America can get in on
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helping to correct the challenges
before us. The thing to be
remembered is that what Smiley
and the covenant conveners have
done is begin the conversation
and suggest some initial ways by
which change can come. They do
not suggest that the ten covenants
are the only ills plaguing Black
America but they do offer that
these ten reflect what appear to be
the most prevalent areas of
challenge and deficiency.

This document has created quite a
bit of discussion and | think that
has been good. Black Americans
of every economic persuasion and
every socio stratum have gotten in
on the discussion. The most
encouraging thing is the number
of Young Adults that | have had
conversation with around this
whole idea of a covenant. Thisis
important because many young
persons have no familiarity with
how much progress has been
made. Their thinking is that
opportunities and advances have
always been as they are today and
thus they can not even imagine
the struggle of our ancestors and
the toll that was exacted upon
them and those of just a
generation or so ago. The recent
trends in this country are
extremely frightening and the
persons who will and must bear
the brunt of advancing beyond
this backward momentum will be
the young Black Americans who
now see footing being lost in the
corporate and public arenas of
this country.
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If thereis one criticism that | offer
of this Covenant With Black
America it has to do with the role
the church plays in al of this. Of
course this would be expected of
me in that | am a leader of the
Black church. I want us never to
forget the constant need to be
under the power of the “God
presence” in al that we do and
seek to do. While the need for
spirituality is hinted at in the
covenant, it could have been more
keenly emphasized lest we forget
that the one who has been “God
of our weary years and God of
our silent tears, the one who has
brought us thus far on the way,”
might be forgotten and pushed to
the side. We need a more
powerful spiritual presence in our
communities in that a greater
embrace and understanding of
who we are in relation to what we
would do or become has spiritual
overtones. Everything we do or
everything we fail to do has a
spiritual dimension to it. The
physical choices that we make
about our lifestyles come out of a
spiritual dimension. The way in
which  we make financia
determinations and decisions has
a spiritual dimension to it. What
our neighborhoods and access to
safe and affordable housing look
like have a spiritual dimension to
it. | am afraid that with progress
and advances unknown to us
before, an environment created by
such advances could lend itself to
a future wherein God and His
power in our lives is less
articulated.

Even in the face of this deficit |
still think the Covenant with
Black America ought to be read
by every Black American and
even by those who may not be

Black Americans but would want
to represent us at the various
political levels. It isindeed clearly
the time for us to make our own
determinations about what will
happen to us, our future, our
children and our communities. |
applaud Tavis Smiley and the
energies brought to bear to bring
this book to the stage of our lives
a such a time as this. |
recommend that every member of
our church have this book as a
part of your library.

DIRECTIONS TO HOME
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"Asfor me and my house, we will
serve the Lord." DIRECTIONS
TO OUR FATHERG@ HOUSE

Make aright onto Believeth Blvd.
Keep straight and go through the
Green Light, which is Jesus
Christ. There, you must turn onto
the Bridge of Faith, which is over
troubled waters.

When you get off the bridge,
make a right turn and keep
straight. You are on the King®
Highway - Heaven-bound. Keep
going for three miles: One for the
Father, One for the Son, and One
for the Holy Ghost. Then exit off
onto Grace Blvd. From there,
make a right turn on Gospel Lane.
Keep straight and then make
another right on Prayer Road.

As you go on your way Yield Not
to the traffic on Temptation Ave.
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Also avoid SIN STREET
because it isa DEAD END. Pass
up Envy Drive, and Hate Avenue.
Also, pass Hypocrisy Street,
Gossiping Lane, and Backbiting
Blvd. However, you have to go
down Long-suffering  Lane,
Persecution Blvd. and Trials and
Tribulations Ave. But that® all
right, because VICTORY Street is

PRAISE BEFORE

VICTORY
Rev. Val Jackson

Scripture: Mark 14: 26 And
when they had sung a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.

** Excerpts taken from the book
Experiencing God Day by Day.

Praise is greatly honoring to God!
In the Old Testament account of
King Jehoshaphat, God's people
faced a seemingly insurmountable
enemy who was determined to
destroy them. Yet God assured
them that they would “stand till
and see the salvation of the Lord”
(2 Chronicles 20:17). The people
of Judah believed God. Singers
led their army, offering praises to
the Lord for their promised
victory, and the victory came.
When King David led the
procession bringing the Ark of the
Covenant into Jerusdlem, he
prased God with al of his
strength (2 Samuel 6:12-23).
David's praise was pleasing to



God and God' s powerful presence
remained in David's kingdom to
give him victory against every
enemy.

Jesus was about to go to
Gethsemane and to the cross,
where God's greatest victory
would be accomplished. He led
His disciples to sing a hymn. The
disciples were al about to fall
Him, and Jesus was about to be
cruelly executed, yet Jesus
insisted that they praise God.
Their praise looked beyond the
cross to God' s ultimate victory.

Praise is rooted not in your
circumstances of the moment but
in the nature and trustworthiness
of God. You ought to regoice
when God asks you to proceed in
the work of His kingdom because
you know the victory is already
won and aready secured. Don't
focus on the problems and
failures in your lives. Focus on
God's assurance of victory. |If
you have trouble-praising God
with a song in your heart as you
serve Him, it may be that your
focus is not on God, but on your
circumstance.

You should never have difficulty
thinking of reasons why God
deserves your praise. You should
enjoy the times you have to praise
your Lord, both privately and
publicly, in worship. Give God
some CRAZY PRAISE! Don't
go to Church without your praise.
Go to Church ready to praise Him
because He kept you al week
long. Let’sjust praise the Lord!

THE CARPENTER

An elderly carpenter was ready to
retire. He told his employer-

contractor of his plansto leave the
house-building business and live a
more leisurely life with his wife,
enjoying his extended family. He
would miss the pay-check, but he
needed to retire! They could get

by.

The contractor was sorry to see
his good worker go and asked if
he could build just one more
house as a personal favor. The
carpenter said yes, but in time it
was easy to see that his heart was
not in his work. He resorted to
shoddy workmanship and used
inferior materials. It was such an
unfortunate way to end a
dedicated career.

When the carpenter finished his
work the employer came to
inspect the house. He handed the
front-door key to the carpenter.
"Thisisyour house," he said, "My
gift to you!" The carpenter was
shocked! What a shame!

If he had only known he was
building his own house, he would
have done it al so differently. So
itiswith us. We build our lives, a
day at a time, often putting less
than our best into the building.

Then with a shock we realize we
have to live in the house we have
built. If we could do it over, we@
do it much differently.

But we cannot go back. You are
the carpenter. Each day you
hammer a nail, place a board, or
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erect a wall. "Life is a do-it-

yourself project,” someone has
said. Your attitudes and the
choices you make today, build the
"house" you live in tomorrow.
Build wisely!

Remember ...

Work like you don't need the
money

Love like you've never been hurt,

Dance like nobody is watching.

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE

FOR YOU LATELY?
By Michelle Peltier

When asked to write an article for
The Street this month, | had no
clue where to begin. | didn’t have
anything prophetic in my brain to
share. | was in the middle of
preparing for a much needed
vacation, to celebrate a friend's
birthday in California. | thought
about how excited | was going on
this “mini vacation” because it
didn’t involve any work on my
part. Just show up and have a
good time! So, | sat down and
asked the question, “How often
do we take time out of our day-to-
day activities to do something just
for ourselves?” Don't need run
the idea by anyone. Don’t need to
make elaborate plans. Don’t need
to ask anyone’'s permission to see
if it's ok. Just doing what feels
right for us at that moment.

We sometimes get so caught up in
doing for others, that we forget
we should do for ourselves too!
Think about how you fed
physicaly, mentally and
spiritually when you are totaly
relaxed. You feel rejuvenated and
ready to tackle what life has in
store for you. So the next time



you start to feel run down, take
time out to do something specia
for yourself and see what a
difference “me time” will have on
your life. | guarantee you will
love spoiling yourself as much as
you love spoiling others!

WHICH ARE"U"............... ?
Anonymous
Some people never seem

motivated to participate, but are
just content to watch while others
do the work.

They are called " Spec Taters".

Some people never do anything to
help, but are gifted at finding fault
with the way others do the work.

They are cdled "Comment

Taters'.
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Some people are @@ossy and
like to tell others what to do, but
don®want to soil their own hands.

They are called "Dick Taters'.

Some people are always looking
to cause problems by asking
others to agree with them. It istoo
hot or too cold, too sour or too
sweet.

They are caled "Agie Taters'.

There are those who say they will
help, but somehow just never get
around to actualy doing the
promised help.

They are cdled "Hezzie Taters'.

Some people can put up a front
and pretend to be someone they
arenot.

They are called "Emma Taters".

Then there are those who love
others and do what they say they
will. They are always prepared to
stop whatever they are doing and
lend a helping hand. They bring
real sunshine into the lives of
others.

They are caled "Sweet Po
Taters".
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Always keep your words soft and
sweet, just in case you have to eat
them.

2 Sis. FeliciaC. Williams
Jarvis Lane
3 Bro. Eric Leg, Sr.
4 Sis. Willene B. Fillmore
6 Sis. Stacie Robinson
Bro. Andrew Hill
7 Sis. AndreaH. Lee
Sis. Alphia Quinzy
11 Sis. AnitaW. Wright
19 Sis. Mary Turntine
23 Sis. llicia Goodman
25 Sis. Dorothy D. Jones
Bro. Tony Coates
26 TakemaAllen
Sis. Helen S. Smith
Alfred Collier, 111
28 Sis. DeidraMaone
29 Sis. Yvonne C. Coates
30 Sis. Earnestine Taylor
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PLUS SIGN

Little Zachary was doing very
badly in math. His parents had
tried everything... tutors, mentors,
flash cards, Specia learning
centers. In short, everything they
could think of to help his math.
Finally, in alast ditch effort, they
took Zachary down and enrolled
him in the local Catholic school.
After the first day, little Zachary
came home with a very serious



look on his face. He didn® even
kiss his mother Hello. Instead, he
went straight to his room and
started studying. Books and
papers were spread out al over
the room and little Zachary was
hard at work. His mother was
amazed. She called him down to
dinner.

To her shock, the minute he was
done, he marched back to his
room as before. This went on for
some time, day after day, while
the mother tried to understand
what made al the difference.
Finally, little Zachary brought
home his report card. He quietly
laid it on the table, went up to his
room and hit the books. With
great trepidation, his Mom looked
at it and to her great surprise, little
Zachary got an "A" in math. She
could no longer hold her
curiosity. She went to hisroom

and said, "Son, what was it? Was
it the nuns?' Little Zachary
looked at her and shook his head,
no. "Well, then," she replied, was
it the books, the discipline, the
structure, the uniforms? "WHAT
WASIT?

Little Zachary looked at her and
said, "Well, on the first day of
school when | saw that guy nailed
to the plus sign, | knew they
weren®fooling around.”

ARE YOU KATHLICK?

Three little boys were concerned
because they couldn® get anyone
to play with them. They decided
it was because they had not been
baptized and didn®go to Sunday
School.

So they went to the nearest
church. Only the janitor was
there. Onelittle boy said, "We
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need to be baptized because no
one will come out and play with
us. Will you baptize us?' Sure,"
said the janitor. He took them
into the bathroom and dunked
their little heads in the toilet bowl,
one a atime. Then he said, "You
are now baptized!"

"When they got outside, one of
them asked, "What religion do
you think we are?" The oldest
one said, "Weee not Kathlick,
..... because they pour the water on
you." "Wege not Babtis,
....because they dunk all of you in
the water." "Weee not Methdiss,
because they just sprinkle
water on you." The littlest one
said, "Didn® you smell that
water!" They all joined in asking,

"Yeah! What do you think that
means?' "l think it means weee
Pisscopailians.
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